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at home in the effort which Bismarck seconded, for his own ends, to re-establish in Europe the prestige jeopardized by the Treaty of Frankfort. She began and continued the policy of Colonial expansion, which has finally resulted in her recovering her place among the great powers. But the old parties remained inveterately hostile. They continued their systematic opposition. It is noteworthy that Mgr. Freppel, no doubt acting m obedience to the Pope, sought to deter them from their anti-French tactics of abdication in the Colonies. There was a lull in the war between Church and State, for although Leo XIIFs first encyclical had declared that the policy of Pius IX was to be continued, the new Pope's manner was obviously conciliatory, and the counsels that emanated from the Vatican were no longer those of Pius IX. But if the Vatican seemed quiet, the French Pretenders were still on the alert. The famous affair of Boulangism was a fresh and desperate assault. Let one of the leading Republican Catholics in France enlighten the reader as to the way the Church was once more compromised by that affair. In Les Catholiques Republicains ; Histoire et Souvenirs, 1890-1903, the Abbe Pierre Dabry says : " Just as the Conservatives did not mean to let the country have peace, so likewise they were equally averse to giving peace to the Church. The Catholics had committed the blunder of enlisting in the monarchical army, and of fight -ing at the side of the Conservatives in every battle. They were their prisoners." The " Conservatives " had but one object, namely, to upset the Republic ; and in the " shameless " Boulangist episode, as this priest does not hesitate to call it, they obliged the honest Catholics, whom they duped with effrontery, to accept once again an alliance which would have compromised them irremediably if it had not been for the political sense of the Pope.
This " shameless" episode of Boulangism opened the eyes of Leo XIII. After it the Republic seemed definitively established. " Ne trouvez-vous pas qu'en voild assez ?"